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McCarthy et al. JTCVS 2019.
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McCarthy et al. JTCVS 2020

Only 22% had surgical ablation



Ad Niv et al. JTCVS 2017



• Strong recommendation to perform Maze for AF during cardiac surgery

• Variable rate of surgical ablation, despite strong recommendation

• Factors influencing decision to perform Maze

✓ Surgeon experience and training

✓ Type of concomitant surgery

✓ Perceived risk of Maze

✓ Knowledge transfer and education
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Gillinov et al. NEJM 2015;372:1399-409
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Polish Heart Surgery Registry (KROK)

Suwalski et al. JTCVS. 2019 Mar;157(3):1007-1018.

• Concomitant SA: 

• Significant survival benefit

• Sustained survival benefit in PSM



W Kim et al. JTCVS. 2022

• From 2010 to 2017 were reviewed

• Maze performed in 58.0% (5508/9501) 

• In PSM: 3,376 pairs compared

• In this real-world Korean population data, 

Maze lowering mortality, stroke & bleeding 



Rankin et al. JTCVS. 2020 Sep;160(3):675-686.

Conclusions: 

• CABG + SA: 29% lower risk-adjusted hazard for 

late mortality

• Total inpatient costs similar after 2 years

• SA: cost-effective & enhance late 2-year survival
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Y. Kang presented at AATS 2023

• SNUH & AMC, 2000~2015, n=338

• Maze(143) vs. no Maze (195)

• IPTW analysis

• Survival benefit in ablation group
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• Maze is still underutilized in 2023, especially in closed cardiac surgery

• Maze is mostly performed with mitral valve surgery

• Surgical volume was not associated with adoption rate of Maze

• Despite new evidences, big gaps between guidelines and real practice

• KHRS 2023 meeting shed light on education and training

• KASNet is actively working on this issue 




